PERENNIALS FOR SUN CITY OF CHICAGO
Department of Transportation

The City of Chicago recommends planting large varie  ty of native and urban tolerant plants to conserve water, and
to reduce, reuse and recycle in your landscapes.

Thank You for your continuing contribution in the m aintenance of our landscapes.
Please call 311 to request City Services.

Andropogon scoparius

Height: 24"-36"
Color: BROWN
Bloom Time: August
Soil Moisture: Moist
Exposure: StoPS

Maintenance Practices

1. Prune by 1/3 after blooming and shape

2. Cut back in Fall or Spring

3. Don't divide for the first 10 years

Potential Issues

1. This is a native and can be aggressive.

2. Lower leaves can turn brown under drought conditions.

Baptisia autralis

Height: 36"

Color: BLUE
Bloom Time: May - June
Soil Moisture: Moist
Exposure: StoPS

Maintenance Practices

1. Trim by 1/3 following bloom to encourage new growth if desired.
2. Dead head or not. Seed pods can be considered ornamental.
Potential Issues

1. Slow to establish

2. Can be difficult to transplant.

Deschampsia caespitosa

Height: 36"

Color: BROWN
Bloom Time: Late Summer
Soil Moisture: Moist
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Prune by 1/3 after blooming and shape

2. Cut back in Fall or Spring

3. Don't divide for the first 10 years

4. Can be cut back in summer to maintain vigor.
Potential Issues

1. Can be a heavy reseeder.

2. Lower leaves can brown in drought conditions

Echinacea sp

Height: 24"-36"

Color: Pinkish Purple
Bloom Time: July to September
Soil Moisture: Moderate
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Pruning prior to bloom is an effective way to delay blooming.

2. Remove spent flowers to increase bloom period.

3. Leave seed heads that form late in the season for Winter interest.

4. Divide in Spring

Potential Issues

1. Heavy Seeder

2. Aggressive colonizer that requires frequent division to contain it's spread
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Hemerocallis sp

Height: 18"-30"

Color: VARIOUS

Bloom Time: JUNE TO OCTOBER
Soil Moisture: Moderate

Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices
1. Dead head to promote continuing blooms depending on the variety.
Don't mistake flower buds for seed pods.
2. Clean-up old foliage in the Spring
3. May require division every 2nd year.
4. Blooms appear from new rhizomes so require frequent fertilization.
Potential Issues
1. Although tuff and they will survive, drought can deteriorate foliage and esthetics.
2. Lower leaves can be damaged by drought

Iris siberica

Height: 36"

Color: Blue

Bloom Time: May to June
Soil Moisture: Evenly Moist
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Do not dead head. Seed pods can be viewed as ornamental.
2. Trim plants back in Spring

Potential Issues

1. Short bloom cycle

2. Aggressive

Nepeta sp

Height: 12"-24"

Color: Blue

Bloom Time: June - July

Soil Moisture: Average well drained.
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Shear by 1/3 following Spring bloom to encourage reblooming.
2. Trim back in Fall

Potential Issues

1. Potential heavy seeder if not timmed following blooming.

2. Pollinator Magnet,take care if allergic

Origanum laevigatum

Height: 15"

Color: Pink

Bloom Time: July to Sept
Soil Moisture: Moderate
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Trim prior season foliage in Spring

2. Deadhead to promote reblooming

Potential Issues

1. Subject to Winter Kill due to excess moisture
2. Do not over water.
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Pennisetum sp

Height: 24"-36"

Color: Light Lavendor Seed Heads
Bloom Time: Late Summer

Soil Moisture: Well Drained

Exposure: Full Sun

Maintenance Practices

1. Prune by 1/3 after blooming and shape

2. Cut back in Fall or Spring

3. Don't divide for the first 10 years

Potential Issues

1. Can be a heavy seeder.

2. Can be short lived if not divided to maintain vigor.

Perovskia atriplicifolia

Height: 36"

Color: Blue
Bloom Time: July - Sept.
Soil Moisture: Dry
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Dead head to promote comtinued blomming

2. Trim back by 1/2 when plants are 12" tall to promote stockier growth
Potential Issues

1. Can fall over as plants become top heavy.
2. Take care not to over water

Phalaris arundinacea

Height: 12"-18"

Color: Tan

Bloom Time: Mid-Late summer
Soil Moisture: Moist to Dry
Exposure: StoPS

Maintenance Practices

1. Cut back to ground in early spring

2. Cut back by 1/2 when plants are 15" tall to maintain appearance.
3. Shear to ground if tips become burnt from drought.

Potential Issues

1. Can get tall and unkempt in appeance.

2. Can spread into shrubs and the center of the circle.

Rudbeckia sp

Height: 36"

Color: Yellow/Orange
Bloom Time: July-Aug.

Soil Moisture: Moist
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Trimin Spring

2. Deadhead to reduce seeding and promote reblooming.
Potential Issues

1. Heavy Seeder

2. Plants should be divided every 4 years / rampant colonizer

CITY OF CHICAGO
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Salvia sp

Height: 18"

Color: Blue

Bloom Time: June to Aug
Soil Moisture: Evenly Moist
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Dead head to promote reblooming.

2. Trim back older plants to rejuvinate later in the season.
3. Trim back to basal rosset in the Fall.

Potential Issues

1. Powdery Mildew

2. Lace Bugs

Solidago sp

Height: 30"-36"
Color: Yellow
Bloom Time: July to Oct
Soil Moisture: Moderate
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices
1. Cut back by 1/2 in June to promote a fuller plant.

2. or pinch plants starting in May to promote branching and stckier growth.

3. Dead head following bloom to control seeding.
Potential Issues

1. Heavy re-seeder.
2. Heavy colonizer that requires annual control once established.
3. Popular with nector feeding insects ( Bees & Wasp)

Sporabolus heterolepsis

Height: 24"-30"

Color: Bright Green turning Reddish in Fall
Bloom Time: August

Soil Moisture: Well Drained

Exposure: Full Sun

Maintenance Practices
1. Cut back by 1/2 in June to promote a fuller plant.

2. or pinch plants starting in May to promote branching and stckier growth.

3. Dead head following bloom to control seeding.
Potential Issues

1. Slow Grower
2. Clump foming. Plant close if full coverage is desired.

Stachys sp

Height: 10"-18"
Color: Lavender
Bloom Time: June - July
Soil Moisture: Dry
Exposure: S

Maintenance Practices

1. Dead head to maintain vigor

2. Removal of flower stalks prior to bloom may be desirable.
3. Avoid overhead irrigation or watering to prevent rot

4. Division in mid summer of older plants will aid plant vigor by increasing air circulation.

Potential Issues
1. Rot from excess moisture.
2. Decline due to heavy snow cover.
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Yucca sp.

Height: 5'

Color: Yellow White
Bloom Time: Aug

Soil Moisture: Dry
Exposure: Sun

Maintenance Practices
1. Trim dead leaves in Spring (Do not prune in Fall.).

2. Remove flower stalk following bloom unless seed pods are desired.

Potential Issues

1. May desicate in Winter

2. Succeptable to Yucca Borer which damages seed pods
3. Does nto like Winter moisture

CITY OF CHICAGO
Department of Transportation



